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Level of 
quantification 
in sociology

Explanatory 
Variables 

Researcher Identity 

 
Qualitative 

Mixed 
Methods 

 Exp (B) Exp (B) 

Gender  
Male 

 
0.49*0 

 
0.7700 

   
Age 
18-34 
35-44 
45-54 

 
0.270 0 
0.4400 
1.0200 

 
0.12** 
0.2700 
0.4200 

   
Seniority 
Professor/Reader 
Senior Lecturer 
Lecturer 

 
0.3400 
0.24*0 
0.3800 

 
0.2800 
0.17** 
0.19** 

   
Qualification 
outside the UK 
Yes 

 
 

0.34** 

 
 

0.40*0 

 R2=.097 (Cox and Snell), 
.117 (Nagelkerke). 

Model x2(16)=42.18, p<.05 
 N=412 

 



Level of quantification in sociology



Level of quantification in sociology

• “…quantification is the root of all evil in sociology”

• “I think the move towards quantification is very worrying. Other disciplines can do that. 
The richness of sociology comes from working with people’s stories in their detail and 
complexity. We are in danger of loosing that”

• “The problem is that the only ‘research’ funded is nonsensical quantification…”

• “I see British sociology as mostly qualitative…At least this is the sort of thing that gets 
published in British mainstream journals.”
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2015/2016 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 

     Module 
Evaluation Data 
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Student engagement with quantitative 
methods

 2018/2019 

(%) 

2019/2020 

(%) 

2020/2021 

(%) 

Qualitative 58.7 56.5 61.8 

Quantitative 33.5 30.4 29.9 

Mixed Methods 7.7 13.0 8.3 

Total 167 161 140 
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 2018/2019 

(%) 

2019/2020 

(%) 

2020/2021 

(%) 

Qualitative 58.7 56.5 61.8 

Quantitative 33.5 30.4 29.9 

Mixed Methods 7.7 13.0 8.3 

Total 167 161 140 

 

 2015/2016 

(%) 

2016/2017 (%) 2017/2018 (%) 2018/2019 (%) 2019/2020 (%) 

Qualitative 74.4 70.2 68.2 62.2 66.9 

Quantitative 16.5 21.0 24.0 31.7 25.3 

Mixed Methods 9.1 8.9 7.8 5.9 7.8 

Total 121 124 129 167 130 

 

Proposal Data:

Conference Registration Data:



Any 
Questions? 

Thank you for listening!

brookfieldc@cardiff.ac.uk
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